
 

 

 
 

Affinity’s American Magazine Study Reports That More Than Half of 
Magazine Readers Are Now Accessing Content and Advertising Digitally  

 

Biggest Audience Gains Among Magazine Social Networks and Mobile Device Users 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
New York, NY, November 21, 2011 – The Fall 2011 wave of Affinity’s American Magazine Study 
reports that almost 187 million American adults are now reading magazines in print or digital 
form, an increase of more than 2.1 million new magazine readers versus the AMS Spring 
release.   The American Magazine Study, which surveys 60,000 consumers annually to report 
the total audience delivery of the country’s leading magazine brands across print, Web, social 
and mobile platforms, reveals that the biggest audience gains were from digital users visiting 
magazine-branded social networks - up 5.7% to 30 million consumers, and Americans 
accessing magazine-branded content and advertising through smartphones, eReaders, tablets 
and other mobile devices – up 6.2% to 35 million consumers. 

 

Among the total universe of magazine readers, 95% read the traditional printed versions of 
magazines, while more than half (54%) are accessing magazine content and advertising in 
digital form.  Taking into account audience duplication across platforms, this equates to 48% of 
all magazine readers who are now interacting with their favorite magazine brands through both 
print and digital platforms.  Of the 172 magazine brands reported by AMS, the average number 
of different magazines read, across print and digital channels, is 8.2 per month. 
 

Different Platforms – Different Reader Profiles 

 

The AMS study previously reported that the demographic profile of print readers differs from 
readers of digital magazine content, and this trend continues with the Fall release.  Digital users 
tend to be younger, skew more male, be better educated and report higher household incomes 
than their print-reading counterparts. 

Print Readers Digital Readers 
 Male             46%           49% 
 Female            54%           51% 
 College graduates           31%           36% 
 Median age             47            41 
 Median household income                  $63,624                     $69,938 

 

              Source: American Magazine Study, Fall 2011; Online audience estimates provided by comScore, Inc. 



 
Audience Delivery by Magazine Platform 

 

Following are the magazine brands with the largest audience delivery by platform, as well as 
the total unduplicated audience delivery of the leading brands across all of the print and digital 
channels measured by AMS. 
 
 

Total Brand Audience Delivery 
(Unduplicated delivery across all print and digital platforms) 

 
 

People       46,000,000 
AARP the Magazine      45,827,000 
Better Homes and Gardens     36,697,000 
National Geographic      31,329,000 
ESPN the Magazine      30,077,000 
Reader’s Digest      29,938,000 
Time        28,706,000 
Good Housekeeping      27,778,000 
WebMD the Magazine     26,541,000 
Sports Illustrated      26,283,000 

 

Print Audience Delivery 

 

AARP the Magazine      43,680,000 
People       35,114,000 
Better Homes and Gardens     33,971,000 
National Geographic      28,765,000 
Reader’s Digest      28,537,000 
Good Housekeeping      26,176,000 
Woman’s Day      19,102,000 
Game Informer      18,850,000 
Family Circle       18,777,000 
Time        18,518,000 

 

Mobile Audience Delivery 

 

ESPN the Magazine        5,862,000 
WebMD the Magazine       5,385,000 
People         5,287,000 
Sports Illustrated        4,512,000 
TV Guide         3,784,000 
Time          3,468,000 
Maxim          2,929,000 
Food Network Magazine       2,894,000 
Us Weekly         2,688,000 
Newsweek         2,636,000  
 

 



Magazine Website Audience Delivery 

 

ESPN the Magazine      22,576,000 
Money        13,724,000 
Food Network Magazine     13,416,000 
People       12,009,000 
WebMD the Magazine     10,724,000 
Time        10,391,000 
Forbes       10,278,000 
Sports Illustrated        8,745,000 
Us Weekly         7,760,000 
TV Guide         6,972,000 

 

Social Network Audience Delivery 

 

People         3,298,000 
ESPN the Magazine        2,859,000 
Game Informer        2,601,000 
WebMD the Magazine       2,325,000 
Sports Illustrated        2,297,000 
Entertainment Weekly       2,071,000 
Playstation: The Official Mag.   1,970,000 
Food Network Magazine       1,826,000 
Official Xbox Magazine       1,796,000 
TV Guide         1,661,000 

 
 

Source: American Magazine Study, Fall 2011; Online audience estimates provided by comScore, Inc.; 
Website audience estimate for Money reflects combined delivery of cnnmoney.com 

 
The Digital Reader 

 

The digital magazine channels that publishers are now leveraging to extend the reach of their 
brands are resonating with consumers, who are taking advantage of the interactivity that these 
platforms offer.  Among digital readers, 52% tap or click on links that provide more information 
about a particular topic, 38% have watched a magazine-sponsored video, and almost four out of 
ten (36%) tap or click on links that provide more information about an advertised product. 
 

Among those readers who are not accessing magazines in digital form, more than half (54%) 
report that they “just prefer reading the printed versions of magazines”, while 18% report that 
they will probably read or view magazine content digitally at some point in the future. 
 
Keeping Pace With Change 

 

To track the rapid evolution of today’s magazine marketplace and the changing dynamics of print 
and digital readership, Affinity recently announced that it will report AMS audience estimates on 
a quarterly basis beginning with the Spring 2012 release of the study.  For detailed audience 
estimates for the magazine brands measured by AMS, please visit www.AffinityResearch.net. 
 

* * * 



 

About Affinity’s American Magazine Study   AMS employs a contemporary, Web-based 
methodology to survey more than 60,000 consumers annually.  AMS is the industry’s premier 
source for total magazine brand readership across print and digital channels, including 
magazine Websites, social networks, electronic subscriptions and the growing number of apps 
designed for smartphones, eReaders, tablet PCs and other mobile devices.  (Using a state-of-
the-art calibration process, Web audience estimates provided by comScore, Inc. have been 
integrated into Affinity’s American Magazine Study.) 

 

About Affinity LLC   Affinity is a media research firm specializing in magazine audience 
measurement and accountability tracking.  Affinity’s products include ProofReader (campaign 
pre-testing), The American Magazine Study (print and digital magazine audience 
measurement), and the VISTA Service (in-market effectiveness of print and digital magazine 
ads).  Company Web site: www.AffinityResearch.net. 
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